Minutes of the Spring 2007 ARLIS/WNY Meeting

Submitted by Barbara Opar

Rochester Institute of Technology
Bibliographic Instruction Lab, Room 3650

Friday, May 18, 2007 

Attendance: Greta Bahnemann, Yvette Cortes, Elizabeth Gulacsy, Lu Harper, Kari Horowitz (host), Shirley Iverson, Kim Kopatz, Karen Morse, Susan Nurse, Barbara Opar (recorder), Fran Scott, Becky Simmons (host), Ann Skiold, Jennifer Strickland, Kathy Vaughn.

Welcome and Introductions:
Kari Horowitz and Becky Simmons welcomed attendees and outlined the day’s activities.   

Minutes: 

The minutes of the fall 2006 meeting which was held at the University of Buffalo on October 20, 2006 meeting were approved with the following correction: the spelling of Kari’s last name.    

Reports of Officers and Standing Committees:

Treasurer’s Report:

The Treasurer’s report was distributed, indicating an ending balance of $2145.29.
Twenty three dues paying members were reported for 2007.  Treasury items included a $100 donation to ARLIS/NA. Thanks were extended to Hobart-William-Smith for their support of the Geneva meeting.  With the dues raised to $20.00 a year, Elizabeth indicated that the treasury could now better support new initiatives. The report was accepted as submitted. 

Travel Award
Kathryn Vaughn introduced the 2007 ARLIS/WNY Travel Award recipient. Greta Bahnemann extended her thanks for the award and the opportunity to attend the ARLIS/NA meeting. Greta then briefly introduced herself and indicated that she had been working for the last 7 months at Cornell in the Knight Visual Resources Center.
New Northeast Regional Representative
Cate Cooney from Winterthur is the new Northeast Regional Representative. The changing role of the regional representative was discussed. The representative will now be more directly involved in oversight of the chapters, thus providing an important link between the local and national groups. 

Chapter Affiliation
ARLIS/WNY will be affiliated with the national organization. There was some discussion on how to address chapter attendees who may not be members of ARLIS/NA. It was agreed that this group would be called affiliates and would not be able to vote or serve on the chapter board. Such affiliates are often students or local librarians with multiple responsibilities and limited ability to attend national conferences. Membership levels for ARLIS/WNY then will be: $15.00 per year for full members (also ARLIS/NA) and $5.00 for students who belong to ARLIS/NA. Affiliates (not ARLIS/NA members) will pay $20.00 and student affiliates will pay $10.00. 
Chapter Website
ARLIS/NA has offered to assist chapters with their websites. While this may require greater conformity, ARLIS/WNY members agreed the chapter could benefit from such assistance.
Officer Positions

We will be filling the following positions for next year: Vice President/President-Elect, Secretary and Treasurer. Susan Nurse and Barbara Opar agreed to serve as the nominating committee and to prepare a slate of officers. 
Fall Meeting
Discussion followed on the venue for the fall 2007 meeting. Ann Skiold and Barbara Opar agreed to host the meeting in Syracuse and indicated a possible mid-October date. Students from the Information Studies program will be invited. 
National and Joint Meetings
Interest has been expressed in having a national ARLIS meeting in Toronto or the upstate region. A straw poll was held concerning interest in helping to plan the program for this meeting. This idea will be discussed further at the fall chapter meeting.
Reports from National
Ann Skiold reported on the Leadership Breakfast which focused on assessment. Barbara Opar stated that the Chapter Officers’ Meeting was concerned with the issue of chapter insurance. 

Strategic Plan

The ARLIS/NA 2006-2009 Strategic Plan was shared. ARLIS/NA will be focusing on the professional growth of librarians, including advocating for the profession and supporting increased creation and dissemination of relevant documentation to guide and inform members concerning the field. Attention will also be given to a review of ARLIS/NA’s effectiveness and operations. 
Program

The morning ended with a presentation by Becky Simmons on RIT’s open source collection management system just implemented for Archives. Following lunch, the group toured the RIT museum. The meeting ended with a tour of the Lawson Center, by David Pankow, Curator of the Cary Graphic Arts Collection. 
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