Minutes
ARLIS/NA Western New York Chapter

Fall Meeting, October 19, 2007

Syracuse University Library, Bird Library

In Attendance: Greta Bahnemann, Kathy Corcoran, Yvette Cortes, Melinda Dermody,  Darle Dolbashian, Stephanie Frontz, Elizabeth Gulacsy,  Susan Nurse, Barbara Opar,  Fran Scott, Ann Skiold,  Dorothy Tao, Kathy Vaughn, Martha Walker and Margaret Webster 

Welcome and Introductions:  

Melinda Dermody, Arts and Humanities and Belfer Department Head, welcomed members and guests to Syracuse University. Ann Skiold and Barbara Opar outlined the day’s events. 

Minutes:  
The minutes of the spring 2007 meeting held at the Rochester Institute of Technology were approved as written. 

Reports of Committees: 

Treasurer- Elizabeth Gulacsy distributed a report covering December 15, 2006 to October 15, 2007. The total income was $324.81. Expenses totaled $163.32, including $300.00 for the travel award and a $50.00 donation to the national conference. The checking account balance was $2163.28.  

There are 26 paid chapter members. 
Nominating:
The slate of officers was approved: Kari Horowitz is the Vice-President/ President-elect, Kathy Corcoran is the new Secretary and Susan Nurse is assuming the role of Treasurer. 

New Business: 

Chapter members reviewed local options for membership levels. Full-members  (national and Western New York) will pay $20 chapter dues annually; affiliates (those not members of national) will be assessed $30, and student members (affiliated and non-affiliated) will pay $5.  

Web hosting by ARLIS/NA was discussed and favorably received by chapter members. Dorothy Tao noted that with Carole Ann Fabian no longer at Buffalo the ARLIS/WNY website has become a “stepchild”. Buffalo free-net was presented as an option, but Dorothy stated that the person in charge of the service may even have retired. Members agreed that conformity of some sort will be imposed via a template. Martha Walker noted that ARLIS/WNY has its own graphic identity. Margaret Webster responded that she hopes some individuality will still be permitted.  After more discussion, members remained positive about the concept of web hosting but hoped for some say in the outcome. Margaret noted that getting in at the ground floor would probably help members in terms of having some say in the overall design. 
ARLIS/NA will be meeting in Ontario in 2012. Margaret Webster spoke to the opportunities for involvement in national planning that such a meeting would give to our chapter. Members spoke to the positive aspects- engagement with a larger group- while others voiced concern over possible changes to membership over the coming years and how this might impact new members. Elizabeth noted that the Syracuse meeting was not a quorum and Kathy Vaughn agreed to distribute an email ballot. Kathy Vaughn and Margaret Webster will be serving as an exploratory committee to gain further information about the Ontario meeting and its possible impact on our members. 

The issue of chapter insurance was next taken up and discussed. Martha Walker presented an overview of information she had gleaned from various sources and contacts. Dorothy Tao and Margaret Webster also participated in leading the discussion. The initial impetus for chapter (officers) insurance arose out of discussions at several Leadership meetings at ARLIS/NA. While insurance is optional, ARLIS/NA has stressed that individual chapter officers could be liable in the event of an incident. Liability insurance can cost upwards of a $3000.00 annually for a blanket policy. ARLIS/NA has suggested fundraising in this area. The business discussion at the Syracuse meeting included waiver forms and seeking out venues (institutions) which might assume responsibility for coverage in the event of incident/accident. It was agreed that directors/officers insurance would not solve the entire problem. The discussions did not lead to a firm conclusion and it was agreed that further research and discussion was necessary before a decision could be reached. Email discussions would continue. 
Kathy Vaughn asked members to consider input for the ARLIS/NA distinguished service Award as well as the Wittenborn Awards. 

The spring 2008 meeting will be held at Cornell University with a firm date to be determined.  The fall meeting willl be a joint one with ARLIS New England and the Upstate VRA. It will be hosted by RPI and fran scott presented a quick overview of plans. The experimental arts center will be open by fall and will serve as one of the focal points. Fran is requesting special funds in the amount of $300 from ARLIS/NA towards the meeting. 

Program: 
The fall 2007 program included a well received lecture by Professor Gary Radke regarding his involvement with the Ghiberti doors exhibition traveling to several U.S. venues. Radke described the restoration work as well as the organization needed to mount the exhibition.

Following lunch at Kitty Hoynes’ Restaurant in downtown Syracuse, members toured the temporary home of the Syracuse University School of Architecture at the Warehouse. Associate Dean Randall Korman provided a brief overview of the School’s reasons for moving downtown. 

The day ended with members opting to tour either the Everson museum or to walk around the Armory Square district. 
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